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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which

student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold:
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of
the community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and
skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 or
e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com

Theft policy: A person commits the offense of publication theft when he or she

willfully or knowingly obtains or exerts unauthorized control over more than three copies
of the Observer that is distributed on campus (with the intent to prevent other individuals
from reading that edition of the publication). A “publication” includes any periodical that
is distributed on a complimentary or compensatory basis. In addition to the imposition
of other campus disciplinary penalties, a person who violates this provision is responsible
for compensating the publication for all reasonable costs incurred, including, where
appropriate, the refund of advertising fees.
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Fighting for the right to marry
BY GRACE BLANCHARD

Staff Reporter

The SURC pit was decorated with
purple and white balloons, a purple aisle
and a Japanese screen draped with white
roses on stage.
At noon, the ceremony began. The service was traditional, with rose petal throwers entering ﬁrst, and then the wedding
party members entered two-by-two.
Vows and rings were exchanged, onlookers cheered and then everyone enjoyed cake. It was a simple, normal wedding, with a slight difference from those
most people have witnessed. The marriage
was a demonstration between two men.
Valentine’s Day on campus was celebrated by the Diversity Education Center (DEC) with a marriage demonstration.
Feb. 14 fell within the DEC’s Right to
Marry week. Uniting a same-sex couple
GRACE BLANCHARD/OBSERVER
on Valentine’s Day had a signiﬁcance to I DO Nathan Ling, Sophomore computer science, joins hands with Michael McGarity,
those who organized it.
sophomore psychology, during a marriage demonstration ceremony for Right To Marry
Nathan Ling, sophomore computer sci- week, on Feb. 14. Leah Shelton officiates the ceremony.
ence and Michael McGarity, sophomore
psychology relationships counseling vol- walked Ling up the aisle to be given away
“Anybody who gets married should be
unteered to be the couple married.
to McGarity.
able to have the right to show that they are
The two men were acquaintances be“I felt like I was in a real wedding, I al- married, not have it behind closed doors,
fore the demonstramost cried a little bit,” or have it hidden away in just a courtroom
tion and agreed to
Beswick said.
or something,” Parsons said.
represent partners of
Other
students
Leah Shelton, interim director at the
We are both looking
a same sex marriage.
who know the couple DEC, ofﬁciated the ceremony. Shelton is
McGarity is the stuwere
enthusiastic a graduate of Central.
forward to the day when
dent
programmer
about witnessing the
In past years, the couples were married
it becomes nationally
and coordinator of
marriage demonstra- by a pastor, which gave the ceremony a
recognized.
stage and media at the
tion.
more religious focus, but the person who
DEC.
“It
spoke
a
lot
of
had been ofﬁciating for years moved out
-Michael McGarity
They were pleased
truth,” said Gio Ha- of state. The demonstration was one of
Sophomore psychology
to be involved with the
ruo, senior sociology. many for over the last decade, and it has
event.
“Everyone needs to had a speciﬁc goal each time.
“We are both lookhave the right to get
“It’s to bring this out into the forefront
ing forward to the day when it becomes married.”
and into the public eye that this is just the
nationally recognized,” McGarity said.
Tianna Parsons, sophomore sociology same as anyone else,” Shelton said.
Trey Beswick, junior elementary edu- and student programmer for the DEC,
This year’s marriage demonstration fell
cation, went to high school with Ling and was part of the crowd.
directly after a crucial point in the advo-

“

“

cacy for the rights of same sex couples in
Washington state.
On Feb. 13, legislation passed through
the House of Representatives and Senate
to legalize same sex marriage in Washington. The law will go into effect June 7, unless 120,577 valid signatures are collected
by Washington residents who oppose it.
If those signatures are obtained, same
sex marriage will be up for popular vote
in November. Referendum 73 has already
been ﬁled, a proposition to get signatures
that would keep the law from going into
effect.
Although Parsons recognizes that marriage equality is supported by Congress,
legalization of same sex marriage has yet
to be determined, as the topic is not popular with many voters.
“It’s a worry when the rights of the minority are dependent on the vote of the
majority,” Parsons said.

BattleBots: Rise of the machines
BY CHANÉT STEVENSON

Staff Reporter

What began as an idea to build a robot for a senior project continues to allow
members of the BattleBots Club to participate in designing, building and battling
robots.
A BattleBot, or bot, is an armored machine that is built to battle against other
bots in an arena tournament.
Bots can be built out of anything, so
long as it follows the rules and regulations
of the competition the club is competing
in.
The goal is to design a structure that
can withstand as much damage as possible
during a competition but at the same time
inﬂict damage against the competing bot.
Tournament judges score the bots based
on a point system that compares the strategy, aggression, and total damage inﬂicted
to determine a winner.
“The main goal is to teach the students
teamwork, ethics, and how to deal with a
complex mechanical system,” said David
Rutherford, senior mechanical engineering technology.
Rutherford, who has been a member
of the BattleBots Club for two quarters,
said he ﬁrst became interested in joining
because it seemed like something worth
getting into and working on.
The BattleBots Club ﬁrst formed last
year when a Central Washington University student decided to build a BattleBot
that could be entered for competition.
This idea is also what inspired Rutherford, along with Andrey Melnik, senior

mechanical engineering technology, to
build a bot for their senior project which
they hope to enter into the RoboGames
competition in San Francisco this coming
April.
Currently, all seven members of the
BattleBots Club have already begun building the bot and aim to complete it within
the next few weeks.
Rutherford said that for the RoboGames competition, the bot has to weigh
less than 120 pounds, must be able to travel two feet per second in a straight line,
and turn within a 12-foot radius.
While designing the bot, club members
looked to use materials that were durable
as well as cost effective.
The cost of the club’s current bot is
estimated at approximately $3,000. The
club received funding from Club Senate
as well as donations.
So far, the bot has been designed to be
controlled by one person using a remote
control.
It has a horizontally rotating drum with
blunt protrusions to hit the sides of competing bots. The bot’s armor is also bolted
to the frame to make it more structurally
sound.
Melnik said that when it came to planning out what kind of bot to build, decisions on how to do so were made as a
group effort.
Club members followed the decision
matrix, a standard process used by engineers, to determine “what it is we want,
what is it we want to do, what do we need
to compromise on,” Melnik said.
To begin the process, club members

COURTESY OF ANDREY MELNIK

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE? Pictured above is a rendering of the BattleBots Club’s most recent bot. The club plans to compete in San Francisco this April.

brainstormed ideas for the type of structure to use, as well as the type of performance they wanted the bot to have.
This also included having to determine
what kind of weapons they wanted for the
bot, and if they wanted it to have two or
four wheels, etc.
Once everyone was in agreement, a
model was drawn up to make sure all the
components would ﬁt. With everything ﬁtting into place on the model, parts were
then ordered so that they could get to
work on building the actual BattleBot.
The ﬁnal step in the process involves
testing the BattleBot, which can be done
by using machinery on campus, or can
also be done by battling the bot.

Throughout the entire process, each
club member knows their role in the project and how to support the work. For Melnik, his role has been to design the horizontally rotating drum that is used as the
bot’s weapon. In doing so, Melnik knows
exactly how fast the drum is supposed to
rotate and can more accurately predict
where it will strike another bot.
As for becoming a member of the
BattleBots club, any student interested
in learning about and participating in
building a BattleBot is encouraged to join
regardless of what major they are in. In
doing so, club members are able to work
with complex mechanical systems and use
teamwork to build and BattleBots.
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Students get someone to talk to Science can be cool too

BY ALEA THORNE

Staff Reporter

A new proposal that faculty has been
working on for two years to create a new
student conduct case manager position is
waiting for approval by Central Washington University administration.
The new position is for a licensed psychologist and social worker. The position serves as a resource for students on
campus who do not know where different
faculties and services are located or have
trouble understanding different campus
policies.
“Sometimes things on campus are
difﬁcult to understand,” said Richard
DeShields, associate dean of student
learning. “A student conduct case manager will help provide students with answers
and someone to talk to.”
The case manager will also serve as a
follow up resource for students who have
been referred to the Dean of Students
Ofﬁce or the Student Medical and Counseling Clinic. The employee will make
emergency crisis assessments and perform
a student counseling conduct process for
students who are dealing with tough situations.
“We see more students coming to college with already having alcohol and drug
issues,” DeShields said. “We want to help
students. We want to make sure their
health needs are being met.”
With one of the major tasks being assessing students, the case manager will
be beneﬁcial to the Student Medical and
Counseling Clinic on many levels.

The manager will refer students if they
feel counseling would be beneﬁcial to the
student after their assessment.
Professors and staff members can also
refer students to the case manager if they
identify behavioral issues or reasons for
concern.
“A lot of peers get in trouble but don’t
have mental disorder. They just make bad
choices,” said Randy Robinette, senior
director of health and counseling clinic.
“The counseling assessment will beneﬁt
counseling better by assessing the students
if they have an actual problem or just
need someone to talk to.”
Central is not the only university that
to hire a student conduct case manager.
According to Robinette, universities
throughout the nation are posting similar positions including the University of
Washington.
“Someone to go talk to and get help
from would be very useful here [Central],” said Riley Baker, freshman.
As of now, Central is not looking for
an individual to fulﬁll the position. First
funding must be approved by the Services
and Activities committee that was approved until July 1. Now the position is in
the process of gaining approval by Board
of Trustees (BOT) and the marketing process.
After approval from the BOT, the process of searching for potential staff will
take place. The position will be listed as a
10-and-a-half month position.
“Retaining and helping students is
what we’re here for,” Robinette said. “No
one needs to fail at college.”

Chemistry Club performs science magic

BY ZACH SMITH

Staff Reporter

Blowing stuff up is rarely considered
beneﬁcial for the community, but the
Chemistry Club managed to translate explosions into opportunities for Ellensburg
youth.
The Chemistry Club held a children’s
“magic show” on Wed., Feb. 15 in
the Science Building. All proceeds
beneﬁted the Children’s
Activity Museum located
on Fourth Street in Ellensburg.
“It’s a lot of fun for us,
and it’s fun for the kids too,”
said Troy Kilburn, junior
chemistry. “It’s nice to do
something that beneﬁts the
community.”
If the Children’s Activity Museum was the
ﬁnancial beneﬁciary
of the chemistry
magic show, the
children in attendance would
have to be considered
the
educational
benefactor.
W i t h
a
combination of
hands-on
and explosive exhibits,
the Chemistry
Club hoped to show
the children the fun side of
science.
“It’s [chemistry] stereotyped in school like not everybody can do it,” said
James Siegenthaler, senior
chemistry. “But it’s fun!”
The kids’ exposure to
the fun side of science began with the hands-on exhibits, which allowed parents
and their children to roll up their
sleeves and watch miracles take
place in front of their eyes.
The children were able to
sink their hands into a mixture
of borax, glue and water at the
goo station.
They also watched
smoke billow from a
container ﬁlled with

find out

how

you can

advertise
with us

dry ice and water.
Kids were able to make art with chromatography, separating colors by coloring
on coffee ﬁlters, applying water and letting them dry. Attendees were also able to
make oobleck, a material which is neither
liquid nor solid.
Members of the Chemistry Club
watched as the children conducted these
experiments, explaining the science beh i n d every phenomenon.
Leslie Ardon, junior biology, said she hoped that
demonstrations like these
would get the children excited
about science.
After ﬁnishing the handson portion of the magic show,
the children ﬁled into a classroom to watch the more
explosive portion of the
evening.
The club hosted the
pyrotechnic element
of the magic show
because, as stated by
several club members, they like to
blow stuff up.
“Blowing
stuff up! Just
seeing
the
kids’ reactions,
they always
seem
really
excited,” said
Megan Turner,
sophomore chemistry education.
The demonstration
portion of the magic
show, which was performed by members of
the Chemistry Club, featured a variety of chemistry
fueled demonstrations.
There were ﬂaming snowballs, a “woosh bottle” to demonstrate a combustion reaction and a
ﬂaming reaction of sodium metal and
water.
The club also raised the decibel
level with their hydrogen-oxygen
bottle and hydrogen balloon demonstrations.
By hosting the children’s magic show, the
Chemistry Club was
able to show kids that
science isn’t all textbooks and exams.

CALL:
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OR EMAIL:

WWW.
CWUOBSERVER
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City Council to make final decision next month
BY KIMBERLY WEBSTER

Staff Reporter

Changes might be made to the transit
stops near Safeway. Recently, Ellensburg
public transportation included a new
Yakima-Ellensburg commuter bus to the
services offered by HopeSource Transportation.
Some of the new commuter buses are
larger in size than buses previously being
used by Central Transit and Ellensburg
Public Transit.
Combining the larger bus size with the
location of each of the stops can create
havoc for others drivers.
The commuter stops at Super 1 Foods,
Safeway and outside of the Recreation
Center on Central Washington University’s campus are small and not suited for
the larger buses.
For this reason, it has come to the attention of HopeSource ofﬁcials that some
changes might need to be made in order to
accommodate the larger bus.
The modiﬁcations being considered
will affect both Central Transit and Ellensburg commuters, although the changes
seem small.
“It will not affect the Central Transit
schedule,” said Bob Richie, Ellensburg
transportation director. “We’ll just be
changing the speciﬁc Safeway stops if they
are approved.”
Instead of pick-up times being changed

it will be a small adjustment to locations
and an increase in size. The bus stops located on Fourth Avenue and Ruby Street
will be moved but only about 100 feet or
so, according to Derek Mayo, assistant city
engineer.
“We’re just shifting one to the other
side and then making them both larger,”
Mayo said.
What will be created is two larger transit stops directly across from one another
on the north side of Fourth Avenue. Larger accommodations are not the only consideration.
“There are a lot of reasons why this
change will make it safer for motorists and
passengers,” Richie said.
The two bus stops near Safeway are located in high trafﬁc areas regarding both
pedestrian and automobile trafﬁc.
According to Richie, many transit
commuters will switch from northbound
to southbound buses there, zipping across
the streets to catch the other bus – regardless of cross walks. These changes are expected to make the area that much safer.
“HopeSource initiated the discussions
with the city council,” Mayo said.
The plans were discussed brieﬂy at the
last city council meeting and now a formal
city ordinance is being drafted.
After such, more discussion will lead to
a ﬁnal decision from the city council. A decision is expected to be reached within the
next month.
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Transit stops may change

§ A college age man was reportedly taking pictures of doors on
Third Avenue.
§ A child reported that her dog
was being eaten.
§ A person reported that they
ordered popcorn from a company
and that the post ofﬁce delivered it
§ A person reported that 25 and the item was stolen from the
black angus cows were in her ﬁeld front porch.
and she did not know who they
§ An ofﬁce phone was reportbelonged to.
edly stolen from Chestnut Street.
§ Llamas were reportedly run§ A person who had their acning down Schnebly Road.
count forcibly closed at the bank
§ A person reported that his reportedly went into the restroom
mother was trying to kick him out and urinated in areas.
of the house.
§ A person was reportedly
§ A man reportedly urinated in walking around the parking lot on
front of the entrance of a building Dean Nicholson Boulevard and
on State Route 906 and then left looking into cars with a ﬂashlight.
in a car.
§ A person reported that $400
§ A man dressed in women’s had been stolen from their wallet.
lingerie was reportedly walking
§ People were reportedly getaround the parking lot in an inde- ting ready to skateboard on the
cent manner on State Route 97.
backside of a building on North
§ A man wearing only his un- Chestnut Street.
derwear was reportedly hitchhik§ Men were reportedly trying
ing on University Way.
to sell gold Canadian coins on
§ People were reportedly South Water Street.
chased by dogs in a parking lot on
§ A person reported receiving
West Fourth Avenue.
paranoid letters from a man.
§ A man who had been drink§ A person reported that the
ing was reportedly kicked off of a staff were not letting her use the
Greyhound bus for masturbating. restroom.
§ A person reported that he
§ A person called to complain
believes someone is stealing food, about code enforcement marking
cigarettes and small items from his tires when people need to park for
house.
more than two hours downtown.
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Headlines should be eye-catching, not controversial

As a newspaper—albeit, a college one—
The looming question is: who else saw
we know the meaning of words.
the headline before it was released online?
We're not talking about the meaning as Surely there must be an editor, publisher
in the deﬁnition. We're talking about the or copy editor who read the headline and
power that words can have.
article before it was uploaded. The connecJournalists posses an incredible amount tion may have slipped by one person, but to
of power through the words they write. We slip by two or three people? That suggests a
can change lives for better or worse with problem in the workﬂow of a story, not necthe stories we choose to
essarily with the editor's
print every week. But
headline.
with this power comes
Journalism is a fastIt’s likely he wrote paced
an incredible amount
line of work.
the headline without even We're required to write
of responsibility.
The ESPN editor
connecting the dots between and publish stories in
recently ﬁred for penlimited amount
the colloquial phrase and aof very
ning the "Chink in the
time so that inforLin’s heritage.
Armor" headline about
mation is disseminated
New York Knicks player
to readers and viewers
Jeremy Lin did not put
as quickly as possible.
two and two together.
However, within that
There isn't a person left on the planet who limited amount of time, we're also required
doesn't know that the word "chink" is a de- to produce factual, accurate and politically
rogatory term referencing people of Asian correct stories.
decent. However, the word "chink" is also
Someone should have realized the douused an onomonopia. The phrase "chink in ble meaning of the headline before it was
the armor" is also used as a phrase used to published. The editor, though the originaexpress vulnerability.
tor of the headline, is not entirely at fault.
The editor was undoubtedly referencing ESPN's mobile editor is not the last person
the Knicks' loss to the New Orleans Hor- to read every story before publication. His
nets, ending their miracle winning streak superiors should step up and acknowledge
that was due in great part to Lin. It's likely their part in this controversy.
he wrote the headline without even conEditorial board: Katharine Lotze, Nicole
necting the dots between the colloquial Swapp, Wes Morrow, Mende Smith, Amber Benphrase and Lin's heritage.
oit, Danny Schmidt, Connor Vanderweyst

Dear Editor,

Waking up in Afghanistan is something
to get used to. You’re either going to be
woken up by being ﬁred at, hearing helicopters or jets take off, a yelling voice instructing soldiers to get their gear on and be
prepared to defend the Foward Operating
Base (FOB), and every once and a while, a
still silence due to aircraft being grounded
due to snowfall.
I’m sure most of you have been hearing
a lot about Afghanistan and the new path
our military will be taking in the coming
years. I’m not your typical critic or source
of information about Afghanistan; I’m an
Army ofﬁcer.
I’m not here to be a whistleblower, trash
talker, or critic of what our government and
army need to be doing in Afghanistan. I’m
a political science major and 2010 graduate of Central Washington University that
was involved in our student government as
a VP of Legislative Affairs and was a committed cadet at the Army ROTC program
of CWU.
Today Afghanistan is changing for the
better. I see daily stories and reports written by ofﬁcers all around this country about
Afghans leading in roles and taking responsibility of their communities to combat
against the Taliban. The media would have
you believe that because a couple of incidents have happened here that we should
just give up; that will never happen.
I have been given unique roles here on
deployment that gives me a ﬁrsthand look
to see Afghan’s leading, growing, and taking
responsibility for a country with a history of
war. I am a couple months into my deployment, but have learned and witnessed much
from the local elders of villages we conduct
operations in and see a willingness of these
elders to protect their villagers from any
further Taliban threats.

Dear Readers,

“

“

I’m not only writing you about what the
climate is like in Afghanistan, but how soldiers are doing as well. My unit does not
live in great conditions. We resort to baby
wipes instead of showers when our pipes
are frozen due to frigid winter temperatures and Cliff bars or Meals Ready to Eat
(MREs) instead of a hot meal when we are
unable to receive supplies.
Often people think that just because we
left Iraq all is ﬁne in the world, but the reality is that everyday soldiers risk the comforts of the United States to pick up arms
and join with fellow Afghan’s in making this
world a better place and threats against the
United States non-existent.
Whether it be day or night, I pray for
the future of this country, that enemies
would lay down their arms, which some
have done, that the men of this country
would take responsibility and lead, and that
the soldiers here would have the chance
to say hello and talk with their loved ones
every once and awhile. Believe me, it has
not been easy leaving my family behind and
missing my nephew grow up or my niece
being born, but I lay down my rights so that
they and my future children will live in a
world that was made better by our military
member’s service. God bless you all back
in Ellensburg, my home, and support our
troops that are still on the front lines here in
Afghanistan.
Jack Barry
Second Lieutenant
If you would like to send toiletry products, snacks, and
cards to Leitenant Barry’s battalion, please send them to:
Soldiers of the Patriot Battalion
2-3 IN Reg
TF GHAZNI, FOB WARRIOR
APO, AE, 093111

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on current issues.
Please include your full name and university affiliation: year and major, degree and year
graduated, or staff position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue,
please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The
Observer reserves the right to reject or edited for style and length. All letters become
property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

Editor-in-Chief//Katharine Lotze

I love the library. I’m not ashamed to
admit it. The library is one of my favorite places on campus. I feel safe there—it’s
like my mother’s womb.
It’s just so damn quiet. I was trying to
come up with a good thing to compare it
to, but the only simile anyone ever uses is
“quiet as a library.”
I think I’ve discovered a serious gap in
good English similes.
This is an untapped
market. I need to get
in before all the copycats get all the investors.
I don’t want to be
like Myspace.
Speaking of which,
WES MORROW
Myspace
deﬁnitely
News Editor
went up a notch in
my book when I found out they put Justin
Timberlake in charge of revamping the
site. I don’t know if I’m alone in this, but
J.T. is pretty much the coolest man on the
planet.
You can’t get any cooler than J.T. He’s
the pinnacle of coolness. He’s cooler than
a penguin’s nipple.
But anyways, I need to get back to similes for how quiet the library is. I guess people say quiet as a church mouse, but that’s
not a very good one. That doesn’t really
have any relevance in today’s society.
We need our similes to be hip and up
to date.
So quiet you could hear a pen drop
isn’t a very good one either. I think we can
do better.
How about, “It’s so quiet you could
hear Justin Beiber’s balls drop.”
Or, “It’s so quiet O.J. Simpson could
hear his conscience.”
I think those are much more poignant
and relevant than what we’ve been working with.
The library’s so quiet even my silent
but deadly farts are loud.
I guess the quietness has its drawbacks,
which reminds me of another problem

with the library.
It’s not really a problem so much as a
place for improvement.
Every time I need to write a big paper,
which is like 5 times a quarter or something, I go to the library to ﬁnd books for
my research.
I always end up with like 3-6 books and
a few journal articles. I don’t use the entirety of every book, but they each have
good information so I need to keep all of
them for the good bits.
The only problem with this is that my
backpack is only so big. It’s already ripped
in a few places from times I tried to zip it
closed with too many books in it.
It took my like ten minutes to get my
backpack closed on Monday. I just wanted
to go to the library, but I could hardly ﬁt
everything I needed.
So I started thinking…I like to do as
much of my work at the library as possible, cause it’s so serene. I don’t do all that
much research at home. I just don’t have
the motivation when I’m at my apartment.
And then I had a breakthrough, a
stroke of genius if you will.
The Recreation Center has lockers you
can rent out for a quarter, why can’t the
library have the same sort of thing? That
would be awesome.
Maybe they already have this and I’m
just out of the loop, but I think this may
be the best idea since Taco invented Bathroom Buddy on “The League.”
They don’t really even need lockers to
make it awesome. I mean, they could sell
shelf spots in circulation and when you go
to the library you could give them your
connection card and they’d bring you the
books from your part of the shelf.
It’s not like they don’t have enough
shelves in the library.
It would even increase revenue for the
library. Best idea since sliced bread—
prove me wrong, I dare you.
I don’t have very much money, but I
would pay for that faster than Eliot Spitzer
in a brothel.
Allegedly, of course.

Going green: the life of a commuter
Rainbows, bald eagles and secret military operations are some of the common
highlights between the Kittitas Valley and
its neighbor to the south, the Yakima Valley.
For the better part of
two years I have not
been able to fully appreciate these sights
in my commute to
Central Washington
University.
It was
not until the YakimaEllensburg commuter
bus became an option
that I could completeBEN PITMAN
ly admire the beautiCopy Editor
ful scenery Washington State has to offer.
For the last three
years I have lived in Yakima and commuted
to Ellensburg. The price of gas has not yet
forced me to move to Ellensburg. However,
the commute has caused me some personal
heartache and a few restless nights.
As a student and admirer of the environment, I am well aware of the impact my
daily commute is having on the environment, both locally and globally. I am using
up a precious resource [gas] like it’s going
out of style.
The problem truly lies in the one dimensional thinking by the powers that be.
Anything ran off of crude oil is not going
out of style anytime soon. I am simple an
innocent bystander being held hostage by
corporate America.
Because of this incarceration by the
powers that be, I have started a quest to
take a better look at the choices I make

to frame the lifestyle for my future. I now
take the city bus whenever possible. From
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day three-day
weekend to the President’s Day weekend I
put a mere 58 miles on my ’96 Jetta. I still
work at the same location.
I still live in Yakima and commute to
Ellensburg. There has been no change to
my lifestyle other than utilizing an already
existing public service. I have made public
transportation a part of my everyday life.
Now I live in Yakima which is notorious for adolescent misconduct and public
transportation are breeding ground for this
behavior in any community.
One would ﬁrst come to question my
sanity for riding the public transportation in
the City of Yakima. However, I have found
it to be friendly, fast, cost efﬁcient and ﬁtting
to my work schedule.
Over the last two months I have been
fortunate to have a schedule that allows me
to use the Yakima-Ellensburg Commuter.
Not only has this change in my daily activities saved me an average of $80 per week it
has also helped my studies.
The commuter allows me ample time to
catch up daily readings and news reports for
communication classes in Ellensburg.
By using public transportation, my own
stress has lower signiﬁcantly as well as the
stress I previously caused on the environment.
I made a simple change in my daily routine and created a new lifestyle. We each
hold the power inside of us to create change
which will in turn lead to lifestyle choices.
I’ve made a choice which cleared my conscience, now it’s your move.
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Top 10 films of 2011
By: Jeffrey Alan Coté

Awards season is an exciting
time for film buffs, if only for the
reason that the craft we love so
much finally gets its time in the
spotlight. Regardless of their
fluff, award shows are helpful in
creating dialogue between the
general population about what
constitutes a great piece of art.
The Academy Awards, commonly

1

2

3

Directed by: Terrence Malick

Directed by: Steve McQueen

Directed by: Andrew Haigh

Directed by:
Denis Villeneuve

“The Tree of Life” is completely unlike anything else being made right
now. Propelled by non-conventional storytelling and some of the most
spectacular imagery ever created,
the film explores topics such as the
meaning of life, the creation of the
universe and the existential nature
of humanity. Though Malick’s
experimental methods could have
proved disastrous, his finesse has
resulted in the creation of one the
most beautiful films ever made. To
call any other film the best of the
year would be a tremendous lie.

“Shame” grapples with the difficult
task of portraying sex addiction
without becoming pornographic,
trite or overtly melodramatic. When
combined with amazing performances, spectacular cinematography and a masterful development
of tension, “Shame” not only
becomes one of the most brilliant
depictions of addiction ever filmed,
but perhaps one of the greatest
films of the past 10 years.

Think what you will of romance
films, but every once in a while
comes such a film that is so
well-made one would be a fool to
ignore it. “Weekend” is such a film.
Though the main characters make
a great pair, they are torn apart by
time constraints and the pressure
of societal norms. Under Haigh’s
gentle direction, their short time
together over a weekend makes for
a much more compelling and rich
story than most films could ever
dream of.

“Incendies” just might be one of
the most effective dissections of
war violence one could think of.
Villeneuve is unafraid to show us
the most disturbing elements of
war, including rape, the separation
of families and the murdering of
children. Yet, he shows us these
atrocities for a reason, to illustrate
just how far away from sanity we
can become under the guise of
unity and national pride. This is a
brutal, yet incredibly affecting piece
of cinema.

“The Tree of Life”

6

“Take Shelter”

Directed by: Jeff Nichols
In this powerful suspense film,
Michael Shannon stars as a simple
Midwesterner whose entire life is
turned around when he begins to
have mysterious apocalyptic visions
and graphic night terrors. “Take
Shelter” is easily one of the most
captivating, visually thrilling films
of this year. Films with this level of
originality are an unfortunate rarity.

“Shame”

7

“Certified Copy”

“Weekend”

8

“Young Adult”

Directed by:
Abbas Kiarostami

Directed by: Jason Reitman

In this film, a couple’s confusing
and undefined relationship serves
as the catalyst for an exploration of
themes such as the complexity of
art, the true meaning of life and the
uncertainty of love and affection.
With “Certified Copy,” Kiarostami
has created a stimulating and unforgettable film overflowing with
both visual beauty and intriguing
intellectual dilemma.

Charlize Theron delivers one of
the best performances of the year
as Mavis Gary, a middle-aged
woman stuck in the melodramatic
confines of a high school mentality. Mavis might just be one of the
most fascinating film characters
in recent memory. The film’s dry,
witty humor and intriguing outlook
on life serve as a great reminder of
how Jason Reitman is one of the
best directors working today.

4

“Incendies”

9

“The Black Power
Mixtape 1967-1975”
Directed by: Göran Olsson

Composed of rarely seen historical
footage and commentary from
notable contemporary figures.
This film effectively shows how
the Black Power movement was
not based upon blind violence, but
upon standing up against a dark
and disturbing period of American
history. “The Black Power Mixtape”
is a powerful, thought-provoking,
brilliantly presented piece of work.

7

known as the Oscars, will aire this
weekend. So what better time
than now to offer my own insight
on the best and brightest films of
last year? I won’t be offended if
you disagree with my views, I only
hope that my selections help you
become more aware of your own
opinions. After all, such is the true
spirit of awards season.

5

“The Interrupters”
Directed by: Steve James

From the director of “Hoop Dreams,”
often considered one of the greatest
documentaries ever made, comes a
film about the ruthlessness of city
violence and the seemingly endless
nature of aggression. The themes
the film presents are disquieting
and even infuriating, but it’s about
time that someone explored them
with the detail and finely-tuned
perspective as James has here. “The
Interrupters” is a film that has the
potential to make a true impact.

10

“Bridesmaids”

Directed by: Paul Feig
One couldn’t possibly talk about
last year’s cinema and ignore this
film. “Bridesmaids” is an endlessly
quotable, truly entertaining and
undeniably hilarious movie a true
anomaly of contemporary mainstream filmmaking. Hollywood,
take note. This is how a comedy
should be made.
photos courtesy of Imbd.com
and screennation.com
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Zombie Evolution!
BY MEGHAN BRAUN

Staff Reporter

February is a month full of
many events: the celebration of
Black History, love on Valentine’s
Day and a day to remember our
Presidents. Some people celebrate
Charles Darwin’s birthday on Feb.
12.
Darwin was the father of the
theory of Evolution and Central
celebrated his birthday this year
with a week full of events. The
general theme for these events was
“Sex, Love, Evolution.”
The event held on Feb. 14 involved Valentine Vignettes, featuring six speakers from different
departments in the science community. The presentations were

roughly seven minutes long and
each touched on a different aspect
of Darwin’s theory of evolution
and how it effects everyone.
One of the guest speakers came
all the way from the University of
Oregon to celebrate with Central.
Bryce Peake, instructor in anthropology, had a presentation that
was unlike any of the other speakers. Peake compared zombies to
sexual evolution.
“We need to think of zombie
cinema and what the characters
reﬂect,” Peake said. “We need to
think of different tropes than just
the violence of war and the thriller, we have to think more about
gender and sexuality and the intersections with race.”
Peake wanted to connect two

z

trends, the evolution of zombies
and what that evolution reﬂects.
He gave examples of six different
zombie-related ﬁlms in which the
type of zombie used is created, the
environment they are terrorizing
and the tools they use along with
how they communicate to one another.
Peake compared “Night of the
Living Dead,” “Dawn of the
Dead,” “Day of the Dead,” “28
Days Later,” “I am Legend” and
“28 Weeks Later.”
Courtney Pease, senior social
studies said that after listening to
those presentations, especially the
one on zombies, she deﬁnitely has
a different outlook on how things
can correlate.
“I am a big movie buff so see-

z

ing that comparison makes it easier to understand,” Courtney said.
Peake’s overall comparison between zombies and sexual evolution came from the rise of homo
phobic fantasies that are embedded into the evolution of zombies.
During the presentation Peake
made it clear through the ﬁlms
that this really does occur.
“While I dragged my sister with
me to this event tonight. I am glad
we ended up coming. As a biology
major, the evolution stuff really interests me,” said Chandra Pease,
junior biology. “Things like this
get my mind going on a fast track
to think of new things.”
It’s not always about love and
chocolate in February, Evolution is
to be celebrated too.

The evolution of the penis
ebration of evolution, biological
evolution, and all that biological
evolution tells us about the life sciLove was in the air at Central ences,” Darda said.
Darda was excited about the
Washington University and the
11th annual week long celebration great number of college departDarwin Day was in full swing in ments holding Darwin Day lecthe Science Building for biology tures this year and the high turnprofessor Steve Wagner’s lecture out at the lectures.
Wagner’s lecture was primar“The Evolution of the Penis.”
Associate Dean of the College ily a discussion on the physiology
of the Sciences, Dave Darda, in- of animal penises and penis-like
troduced Wagner after setting the organs. There is much to learn
stage for what Darwin Day is all about the human penis.
There are so many ways to reabout.
“Darwin Day is really a cel- produce in the animal kingdom.
BY GUY HOLLIDAY

Staff Reporter

Salamanders don’t have anything
like a penis. Instead, the male deposits a sperm sac on the ground
and convinces a female salamander to do a goofy little dance and
slide it up her cloaca, an amphibian three-in-one oriﬁce.
“One thing I thought was interesting was about the salamanders, and how the female [inserts
the sperm packet into] herself. It’s
pretty interesting,” said Kaylee
Baumstark, senior public health.
Hermaphroditic ﬂatworms ﬁght
over who gets to be the male by
fencing with their sharp horn-like

penises. Some octopi can detach
their penis to impregnate distant
females.
“The Evolution of the Penis”
was full of penis trivia, and it is
unlikely that attendees will forget
about the corkscrewing ballistic
duck penis that ﬁres out of the
animal with enough force to break
glass.
“I had no idea that birds had
penises. The duck penis was almost the size of its body… all the
different shapes for just one species. It was mind-blowing,” said
Tara Patton, senior public health.

Love: Neurochemical Style
“Having more insights in our
own motivations is helpful.”
There are many factors that go
The room began to ﬁll on Feb. into what makes people love a per16 as students came to the psy- son, but one underlying chemical
chology building to see psychology triggers it all: oxytocin. Mathson
professor Megan Mathsom pres- said that this chemical plays an
ent a lecture on love. Not just any apparent role in maternal bonding
old love, but the neurochemical
with offspring.
workings of love.
For adults, the chemical plays a
This lecture was the last lecture in a series celebrating Darwin role in orgasms, romantic attachDay. The lecture addressed ques- ment, stress-reduction and how
tions such as what makes us love much we trust people. The human
the ones we love? Is it personality, brain isn’t the only thing that produces these feelings. MDMA (also
looks or intelligence?
“It’s worth knowing about the known as ecstasy) also mimics the
overall standpoint of our emotions pleasure centers in the brain that
from the evolutionary and behav- give the feelings of love and emioral standpoint,” Matheson said. pathy.
BY PRESTON PRENDERGAST

Staff Reporter

To show how powerful the
chemical oxytocin is, Mathson explained an experiment that was
performed on rats. An electric
probe was inserted into the region
of the brain responsible from releasing oxytocin and gave the rats
a lever to press. When they pressed
the lever, it stimulated their brain
and released the oxytocin.
As a result, the rats would press
the lever non-stop and would even
ignore food to continue pressing
the lever.
Near the end of the lecture,
Mathson began explaining some
of the sexual tools humans have
acquire from evolution. Sperm
competition is something mankind
apparently has built in.

One unique topic mentioned
was the fact that we have something called Kamikaze Sperm.
The only function of these sperm
is to destroy the sperm of other
men. A strange concept, but some
proof that humans are prone to
sleeping around town.
As the lecture ended, people
began ﬁling out of the room with
their minds fresh with new found
knowledge.
“It was cool and I learned a lot
from it,”said Aaron Calendine,
sophmore ﬁlm and video studies.
“It reminded me of some things I
saw on National Geographic.”
Matheson’s lecture was a successful end to the week-long celebration of Darwin Day.
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Workshop makes Central students think
Participants discover how emotions affect them and their lives
BY CHLOE RAMBERG

Staff Reporter

Emotions are a natural part of being a
human being, and the Center for Excellence in Leadership (CEL) supports that
by offering an Emotional Intelligence
Workshop for all students. Students were
encouraged to come and discuss different
types of emotions and how they may
impact certain individuals.
This interactive workshop allowed students to converse
with one another and discover how emotions affect
others. Students played
a game where they were
asked to convey an important event occurring
in their life without any
emotion. Members of
the group were given
cards in order to guess
which emotion was being
conveyed.
Sam Fukuyama, junior accounting, was one of the students leading the workshop and explained the importance of understanding
another person’s feelings as well as their
own.
“You really respect people more for
what’s going on in their personal life and
how they carry on,” Fukuyama said.
Students were presented with a slide
show on the importance of emotions and
the impact they can have. Emotions allow
people to relate to each other as human
beings. While there are always stereotypes,

such as men showing too little emotion
and women showing too much, emotions
will always be a part of life.
The students were also
taught the difference
between

identifying how others effect emotions and
how individuals can react to them.
“We need to be responsible for
our own emotions,”
Gregson
said.

having a high IQ
and being emotionally
intelligent, both of which
are important aspects in life.
Students received an assessment in order to discover if they fell into a higher or
lower spectrum of emotional intelligence.
Another leader of the workshop, Ryan
Gregson, junior social studies secondary
education, discussed the importance of

Life in a van to a professional ski bum
OPR speaker series invites John Stimberis
Staff Reporter

“Hi, I’m John and I like Avalanches,”
said John Stimberis, Central alum.
As a part of a speakers series hosted by
Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals, Stimberis
told his own story of passion and inspiration.
He explained his story about going
from a young college student living out of
a Volkswagen van, following his passion
of snow and skiing everyday to becoming
the vice president of the American Avalanche Association and the supervisor of
the Avalanche Program for WSDOT I-90
and Chinook Pass.
“There aren’t many people that do
what I do,” Stimberis said.
In a very relaxed setting in the SURC,
Stimberis showed a personal collection
of videos and photos showing Stimberis
working. The videos consisted of Stimberis and his crew on the tops of mountains, creating small avalanches with their
skis.
He also told stories of experiences in
the backcountry while skiing, and how he
got to where he is now as a professional.
“This is why we love doing what we
do,” Stimberis said.
The videos also included Stimberis
and his crew shooting artillery rounds as
a form of avalanche control. Throughout
the presentation his attitude and genuine
happiness showed a passion and love for
what he does.
“I liked it a lot,” said Aaron Calendine,

sophomore ﬁlm and video studies. “Seeing
all the snow blow up.”
Stimberis began with a story of the
passing of his grandfather when he was
17 and how that inspired him to do something with his life.
“It was a very moving experience,”
Stimberis said. “I thought to myself, there
has to be better times ahead.”
When he entered his senior year of
high school, he used all of his savings to
buy complete ski gear and equipment. He
skied most of his senior year, missing much

“

It was a crowning
achievement, I went from
living in my van and eating
French fries to presenting in
Europe.

“

BY CHRISTOPHER SPARKS

-John Stimberis

Vice President of the American Avalanche Association

of school. Stimberis’ decision on college
came from a suggestion from a friend who
told him the skiing was good at Central.
He enrolled at Central in the fall of
1988. During his freshmen year, his love
for skiing started to interfere with school.
Shortly after fall quarter he decided to
take the winter off to ski, and return to
school in the spring and summer. He lived
in his van and skied every day.
“It was awesome,” Stimberis said. “I

learned a lot about snow.”
Shortly after arriving at the mountain
he began working for the ski patrol. As a
part of the job, he learned the science of
snow and avalanches.
“I was kind of a weather geek growing
up,” Stimberis said.
After graduating in 1992 with a bachelor in geography, Stimberis began working on the mountain full-time. He came to
Central to give avalanche awareness talks
and even helped instruct classes offered at
Central about snow science.
In 1998, Stimberis attended the International Snow Science Conference in
Bend, Ore. He met many people with the
same interests and passion for snow.
Since 2000, he has presented and coauthored papers for avalanche programs.
In 2009, he traveled to the International
Snow Science Conference in Switzerland,
where he got to present at the symposium.
“It was a crowning achievement,” said
Stimberis. “I went from living in my van
and eating French fries to presenting in
Europe.”
Shortly after returning from Europe,
Stimberis was asked to be vice president
of American Avalanche Program, and
currently holds that position. Stimberis’
love for snow, and the passion he has for
his job gives the students at Central some
inspiration, and an example on how to follow their dreams.
“Follow a passion you have, put the
effort into it,” Stimberis said. “It’s good
to have that creative outlet. You’ll never
know what it will do for you.”

People can only affect another individual as much as they are allowed to. Being
in control of one’s emotions is a way of
conﬂict resolution. People can impact another person’s life in a negative or positive
way, but it is up to the individual to decide
how they will react to them.
Many of the students were seen displaying their own emotions, laughing
and engaging with those around them.
Those in attendance had the opportunity to take a more interactive
part in the workshop as well. The
students were joined in the center of the room by a piece of
rope, connecting in a circle.
Students were then asked
to shut their eyes and create
shapes by talking to one another. It was a communication exercise where in order
to succeed, the students had
to listen and cooperate with
one another.
Mackenzie
Erickson,
freshman elementary education, was one of the students in attendance. Erickson’s favorite part of
the workshop included the hands-on
activity of making shapes with her
eyes closed.
“It was interesting to see how people
work together and the different styles of
leadership,” Erickson said.
The Emotional Intelligence Workshop
reminded students that emotions were not
something to be feared. Every individual
can be in control of their emotions, and
use them to their advantage.

T H E
S C O O p
feb. 23

feb. 23

KAIROS MINI
(JANACEK)
11 A.M.
MCINTYRE
RECITAL HALL
STUDENTS FREE

AFTER DARK
@
RAW SPACE
18+ DANCE CLUB
9 P.M.
GENERAL $3

Feb. 23

feb. 23

LION ROCK SPEAKER
SERIES WITH ROBERT
WRIGLEY
MCINTYRE RECITAL
HALL
7:30 P.M.

SNITCHES AND
WITCHES
REC CENTER
7 P.M. - 9 P.M.
FREE

Feb. 25

Feb. 27

WHERE THE WILD
THINGS ARE
RAW SPACE
8 P.M.
FREE

MONDAY MOVIE
MADNESS
SURC THEATRE
7 P.M. AND 9:30
P.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $3

feb. 28

feb. 28

THEATRE
IN THE RAW
@
RAW SPACE
9 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE

THE CHILL
@
RAW SPACE
9 P.M.
FREE
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Please ask me...

Garey Williams
drumming up
an storm

Central promotes “Thursdays in Black”
BY CHRISTOPHER SPARKS

Staff Reporter

BY ASHTON CERMAK

Staff Reporter

A group of eight people gathered
around Garey Williams’ drum set at Raw
Space on Feb. 18, as he explained some of
the methods behind his magic.
Drumming for 40 years, Williams has
made a name for himself as both a reputable studio and live musician.
“I grew up listening to The Police and
[drummer] Stewart Copland,” Williams
said. He was speaking to a group of students from Central Washington University and Kittitas High School.
Williams has several maxims that also
lend insight into his musicianship.
“Play music with other musicians more
than practice by yourself,” Williams said.
“You learn differently in a musical setting
than you do practicing alone.”
His knowledge of music and musicianship extends beyond his own experience
and into anecdotes about some of the
drummers who inspired him.
“One of my favorite records growing
up was ‘Fragile’ by Yes,” Williams said.
“Bill Bruford, who is considered the godfather of progressive rock drumming, took
a very jazz approach to playing on the record because he thought they were a jazz
band when he joined.”
Williams also recalls a story from a time
when Bruford played in King Crimson.
“The guitarist, Robert Fripp, told him

BEN MCBRIDE/OBSERVER

SYMBOL Garey Williams played the
drums for a crowd at Raw Space Feb. 18

to stay off the cymbals, he just didn’t like
the sound of them,” Williams said. “He
played on the toms instead and a whole
new style of very tribal sounding rhythms
emerged from that.”
Williams encourages learning by listening to music as well as learning to read it.
He calls this learning intuitively vs. learning intellectually.
“If there is a CD that comes with a
drumming book, toss the book aside for a
while,” Williams said.
His musical hubris was exempliﬁed by
the closing piece, an improvised drum solo
rendition of Jingle Bells.
“I actually take lessons with Garey over
Skype,” said Jeremy Ueckert, a jazz drum
set major at Central. “He’s great, he’s got
amazing versatility and he’s very thorough.”
Williams musical career was greatly
aided by a master’s degree in percussion
performance and jazz studies he received
at Central.

Central Washington University
is spreading awareness against
sexual violence by following the
footsteps of many other college
campuses and promoting “Thursdays in Black.”
The campaign supports the
end of sexual violence for everyone. This international campaign
began in Argentina dating back
to the 1970s. College campuses
across the nation have adopted
this movement every February,
beginning in 2006.
“I don’t see why anyone
wouldn’t want to support this,”
said Cameron Jessup, senior ﬁlm
and video studies and Student
Health 101 coordinator.
The Wellness Center has forms
available to order all black Tshirts, with white writing saying
“Ask me why I’m wearing black”
on the front of the shirt, and on
the back it reads “There comes
a time when silence is betrayal.”
The T-shirt sizes ranged from
small to extra, extra large, with
prices from $12 to $14.
The black signiﬁes the unity

between everyone against sexual
violence, while acknowledging all
victims and survivors of it. The
color also sends the message that
sexual violence is not going to be
tolerated on this campus or in this
community, or any community.
“We are just trying to get people to get involved and care,”
said Alice Bowman, senior public
health and peer health educator
at the Wellness Center and vice
president of Violence Intervention and Prevention (V.I.P).
The proceeds from the T-shirt
fundraiser will go to V.I.P, a Central organization using the funds
to support “Rock against Rape
2012,” an event in the end of
April that gathers bands and other organizations along with hundreds of students to help promote
awareness and get people involved
to help prevent future incidents.
“I think it’s a great cause because one in three women and
one in seven men on campus have
reported some form of unwanted
sexual advance,” Bowman said.
The T-shirts are to be worn every Thursday. The Wellness Center has forms available until the
end of the month of February.

PLU

Master of Science
in Finance
Industry relevant
Cross-disciplinary
Globally aware
Ethically grounded

...>

Curriculum aligned with the CFA
10 month Master’s degree
Full time
No work experience required
Monthly information sessions

Pacific Lutheran University
School of Business | Tacoma, WA 98447
(253) 535-7330 | msf@plu.edu | choose.plu.edu/msf
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Dildos
and don’ts
BY Dessa Boyle

Staff Reporter

With a multitude of different parties
held throughout Ellensburg in honor of
Valentines Day, perhaps a Pure Romance
party was not quite the place one would
imagine being.
However, at a Pure Romance party in
the SURC put on by the Wellness Center
on Monday, Feb. 13, was nothing but a
successful and fun night for everyone involved.
Often times, Pure Romance parties
have the connotation of simply concerning sexual matters venturing too near erotica to be printed in a college newspaper.
Yet, Pure Romance has a multitude of
products ranging from sexual education
books to flavored lip gloss and everything
in between.
On pureromance.com, “our goal is to
shed light on the issues and challenges
women face regarding their sexuality,
while always providing women with a safe,
fun and informative platform to ask questions and learn more about their intimate
lives,” said founder Patty Brisben.
Even within the tagline, “Empower-

Educate-Entertain,” it is clear that there is
much to these parties than what may normally come to mind.
Pure Romance parties are usually held
in the privacy of someone’s home. For
Pure Romance, these parties are strictly
female in order to ensure the comfortableness of each attendee. The party is set up
in such a way so that the consultant from
Pure Romance has a table at the front
of the room, covered from end-to-end in
toys, books, bathroom and bedroom products. Often lasting an hour-and-a-half to
two hours, the consultant will go through
and explain each product available for
purchase, as well as have each attendee
play games throughout the night.
At the Pure Romance party held in
the SURC, it was just like any other Pure
Romance party women can have at their
own homes. As soon as one walked into
the room, the friendly consultant handed
out different pieces of paper with figures
of men drawn out on it, as well as different goodies for each women. As the night
progressed, different challenges were presented to each of the attendees. Those
who won the challenges received different goodies from the Pure Romance cata-

BRITTNEY CASINI/observer

BODY ROCK A Pure Romance party hit the SURC on Feb. 13. Participants got the
chance to put their hands on the merchandise.

logue.
Prior to even diving into the hundreds
of different products available, the first
20 minutes of the Pure Romance party
was treated as a brief history lesson held
on women’s sexuality through history and
how it affects women in today’s world.
Throughout the party, games were played
to make everyone feel comfortable and no
question was treated as off-limits. It was
clear that education was a point made by
the consultant, who also made the event as
interactive as possible.
“I think it’s really important for girls
to feel sexy and have good physical confidence about themselves everyday,” said
Caitlin Crompe, senior public relations.
This multi-billion dollar business has
also made charity work a focus.
The Patty Brisben Foundation for
Women’s Sexual Health is a non-profit

organization founded in 2006 on behalf
of Pure Romance and their founder, Patty
Brisben. This organization focuses on female reproductive health research as well
breast cancer research, heart health and
intimacy.
Along with The Patty Brisben Foundation, Pure Romance has also founded
the “Sensuality, Sexuality, Survival” (SSS)
program. The SSS program was specifically formed to target cancer survivors
experiencing difficulties in sexuality following treatment. The mission of this
program is to help women recapture their
sexual selves through education and empowerment.
With more than 75,000 specially
trained Pure Romance Consultants, it
can be sure that this company will spread
sexual knowledge and confidence through
many parties to come.
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Manny, it feels good to be Wildcat
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

The Central men’s track team returned
to Ellensburg with a second place finish at
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) Indoor Track and Field Championships under its belt. The event took
place in Nampa, Idaho, and culminated
the regular indoor season for the Wildcats.
For several individual competitors, it
was important to have big days and place
highly enough to earn consideration for
nationals. From a team aspect, Head
Coach Kevin Adkisson seemed encouraged by his squad’s placement.
“Overall it was a real strong meet for
us, lots of good performances,” Adkisson
said. “I think while every championship
meet has some ups and downs, I think on
the whole we definitely came out on the
positive side in that aspect.”
One of the positives came from junior
Scott Hunter who finished second in the
two-day long heptathlon, a large event
that compiles points earned from seven
events. With a short rest after the heptathlon, Hunter managed to win the regular
pole vault, an event in which he previously
ranked third.
“To have him come out on top in that
one after coming in second, that was pretty phenomenal,” Adkisson said.
On the first day of the two-day meet
junior Brennan Boyes overcame a rough
showing last weekend in Seattle to set a
conference meet record for the high jump,
clearing 6 feet, 9 inches.
To win the championship, Boyes had
to compete in a “jump off ” with Western
Washington University’s top high jumper, Logan Myers. The two jumpers went
back-and-forth making and missing their
attempts until Boyes was able to clear 6
feet, 9 inches, while the Western jumper
failed to clear the bar on his attempt.
Although he set the meet record, a feat
he credited to the emotional lift his mother
gave him, Boyes still needs to improve his
clearance height by three inches to earn
a guaranteed berth to nationals. For now,
Boyes will savor his victory and the team’s
stellar performance.
“I was way too pumped for the team,
how [we] performed, we took second
place under Western Oregon, who had a
lot more men than we do and a lot more

competitors in different events,” Boyes
said. “So the fact we
only lost by 20 points,
it blows my mind.”
Senior
Bryan
Mack finished eighth
in Friday’s long jump.
But Mack won the
60 meter dash with a
BRYAN MACK
time of 6.90 seconds,
only .01 away from
the conference meet
record set by Central’s Anthony Wright
in 2010.
Junior
Manny
Melo won the long
jump and finished
fourth at 45 feet, 5.66
inches in the triple
BRENNAN BOYES jump. Melo set a PR
for the indoor long
jump.
Senior Kati Davis
was one of the bright
spots for the women’s
team, which finished
in sixth place, their
lowest placement in
the GNAC Championships nine-year
existence. Davis took
first place in the pole
KATI DAVIS
vault and with her
solid victory, hopes to
keep the momentum
going into the final
championship meet,
where she is only two
inches under the top
height. Davis’s vault
also broke the school
record.
“GNACs is just the
next step to nationals,
SCOTT HUNTER
that was just in preparation for nationals,
I’m excited that I got that mark and that
now I’m solidly in,” Davis said.
The pole vault was the women’s most
successful event, as each Wildcat under the
tutelage of coach J.T. Statler placed in the
top eight of the competition. However, the
size of the women’s squad left them at a
disadvantage in team play with more populated teams able to accrue more points.

The J. VanDyke Show falls short
BY RANDY RA JKOVICH

Staff Reporter

It was a tough weekend for Women’s
Basketball as they dropped two very close
games against Simon Fraser University
and in state rival Western Washington
University.
Thursday, Central traveled to Vancouver, British Columbia, to battle the Clan
of SFU. The Wildcats hoped to end a
27 straight series meetings losing streak
against Simon Fraser that started way
back in February 1988.
The Clan is currently in the fifth spot in
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC).
Junior point guard Alex Dunn and
sophomore guard Jessica VanDyke were
the top two leading scorers for Central,
both scored 18 points.
The game was very close with the
Wildcats trailing at most by 11 points, but
the ladies were never able to take a lead
and secure it.
“We competed and fought hard,” Head
Coach Shawn Nelson said.

The lady Wildcats had some luck behind the three-point range hitting 8 of 18
attempts. However, the Wildcats shot only
33.8 percent from the field to finish the
game.
“Our guards had a hard time scoring
inside and we missed some shots that we
normally make,” Nelson said.
SFU had four players score 10 or more
points and out rebounded the Wildcats
49-39.
“Our team allowed too many rebounds
to the other team and they capitalized on
it,” VanDyke said.
Other than a tied score, Central trailed
the entire game until late in the second
half when junior Alex Dunn scored two
free throws to put the Wildcats up 64-62
with 2:31 remaining in the game. That
lead however, was short lived as the Clan
took the lead 68 seconds later and held on
to take the 70-66 win.
The Wildcats traveled to Bellingham
Saturday to face off against the Vikings.
Central had a record breaking game
with three-pointers made against the
Vikings. VanDyke’s four three-pointers

KATHARINE LOTZE/observer

WE FLY HIGH Senior Manny Melo flies towards the pit during the long jump. Melo
won the even with a jump of 23 feet, 2.74 inches.

From the women’s side, three athletes
finished third in their respective events. Junior Katharine Lotze finished third in the
triple jump, freshman Tayler Fettig in the
high jump and junior Kelsey Kreft in the
5,000 meters.
A meet next week in Seattle will feature
only a handful of Central athletes, mainly
looking to bump up their event rankings
in hopes of earning bids to participate in

the NCAA Division II Nationals that will
take place on March 9 and 10 in Mankato,
Minnesota.
For the rest of the squad, the focus will
shift to competing in the spring outdoor
season and meeting the high expectations
Coach Kevin Adkisson has for his club.
“I think outdoor, our guys are gonna
have as good a chance as ever to go after a
title,” Adkisson said.

broke the single-season record and the rest
of the team finished 11 of 28 from downtown, breaking the program’s single season three-pointers conversion record.
“We have a good shooting team and it
was our strength but it just wasn’t enough,”
VanDyke said.
Despite another solid performance
from VanDyke, it was not enough to push
the Wildcats over the top against Western.
VanDyke finished the game with a doubledouble and 25 points, 18 of which came
in the first half hitting seven of eight field
goals, four of which came from the threepoint range.
“Jessica has improved a lot from last
year,” Nelson said. “She has been working
hard on scoring without a lot of room and
it shows.”

The other Wildcats were only 5 of 26
in their field goal attempts in the first half.
Despite the low shooting percent, Wildcats
only trailed 37-34 at halftime.
Central managed to keep themselves in
contention as senior Sophie Russell scored
14 points in the second half including
making three three-pointers to finish the
game with 21 points.
The Wildcats closed the gap and trailed
by only two points with 12:47 left in the
game, but the Vikings went on to score 11
points in a row and kept the lead in double
digits for the remainder of the game.
The Wildcats finished the game hitting
only 33.3 percent of their field goal attempts with VanDyke and Russell the only
players to score in double digits.
Central Women’s basketball fell to
8-16 overall and 4-12 in the GNAC.
The Wildcats wrap up their season
with two final games at home in Nicholson Pavilion.
Central will host Saint Martin’s University Thursday Feb. 23 and Western
Oregon University Saturday Feb. 25.
Saturday’s game will be Senior Night recognizing Sophie Russell, the team’s only
senior.

CWU at SFU
Clan 74,
Wildcats 69

CWU at WWU
Vikings 75,
Wildcats 64
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Central goes ‘Ham on Western

Wildcats stay alive in GNAC tourney hunt
BY CHACE DAV Y

Staff Reporter

Menʼs Basketball

Central’s men’s basketball team played
Simon Fraser and Western Washington,
ranked tenth in the country, this week and
came away with two crucial wins.
Central beat Simon Fraser handily 9279, and in a back-and-forth game marked
by 12 ties and 16 lead changes, CWU beat
Western by a score of 89-82.
The victories solidiﬁed Central’s number six spot in the Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC). With two games
left in the regular season, Central, with a
13-11 overall (7-9 GNAC) record, is one
game ahead of Northwest Nazarene for
the last spot in the GNAC tournament.
The Wildcats started out slow against
Simon Fraser, making only one of their
ﬁrst seven ﬁeld goal attempts, and missing
all four three-pointers in the ﬁrst half.
“We were so hesitant in the ﬁrst half
shooting the ball,” said Head Coach Greg
Sparling. “Our shooters were passing up
shots.”
Towards the end of the half, the Wildcats went on a 9-0 run putting them up
24-15. However, the Clan got back in the
game, scoring ten consecutive points to
take a one-point lead with three minutes
remaining.
Shooting troubles plagued Central
in the ﬁnal minutes of the ﬁrst half, and
they didn’t make a ﬁeld goal from the
seven-minute mark, up until the ﬁnal minute of the half. Sophomore point guard
Lacy Haddock scored the half ’s ﬁnal four
points, giving Central a 28-25 lead going
into halftime.
The second half started out well as the
Wildcats hit their ﬁrst three-pointer of the
game three minutes in.
“[Coach Sparling] felt like we were being too passive, you know, as a team,” said
Jody Johnson, sneior forward. “We kinda
were still passing the ball up a little bit in
the second half, but we were also looking
to score.”
Central never looked back after their
ﬁrst three-pointer, and things went wellfrom then on. The Wildcats shot above
than 61 percent in the second half, and
only missed two free throws the entire
game.
Johnson had a double-double in the
game with 10 points and 15 rebounds.
Haddock ﬁnished with 26 points, 16 of
them coming in the second half.

RECENT GAME:
W 92-79 vs. SFU
W 89-82 vs. WWU

CONFERENCE
Western Washington
Alaska Anchorage
Seattle Paciﬁc
Western Oregon
MSUB
Central Washington
Northwest Nazarene
Saint Martinʼs
Simon Fraser
Alaska Fairbanks

NEXT GAMES:
2/23 at SMU 7 P.M.
2/25 at WOU 2 P.M.

L
2
3
4
6
7
9
10
12
13
15

Womenʼs
Basketball

RECENT GAMES:
L 70-66 at SFU
L 75-64 at WWU
CONFERENCE
Alaska Anchorage
Western Washington
MSUB
Seattle Paciﬁc
Simon Fraser
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon
Central Washington
Saint Martinʼs
Alaska Fairbanks

W
15
12
10
10
10
9
6
4
3
2

NEXT GAMES:
2/23 vs. SMU 7 P.M.
2/25 vs. WOU 7 P.M.

L
2
4
6
6
6
7
10
12
13
15

Track & Field

NEXT MEET: Central will send a
small group to the Last Chance
Qualiﬁer Feb. 25 in Seattle.

Baseball

RECENT GAME:
L 7-6 to Saint Martinʼs University

Rival beatdown
A total of 1,380 people ﬁlled Nicholson Pavilion on Saturday to watch the
Wildcats face the GNAC leading Western
Vikings on Central’s senior night. It was
the second highest home attendance this
season.
The snow outside created problems
and the game started 28 minutes late due
to team afﬁliates and referees not being
able to get to the game on time.
When the game started, both teams
came out with guns blazing. The ﬁrst half
was a back-and-forth affair, with seven
lead changes in the ﬁrst nine minutes of
the game. The score was tied up three
times during that span.
Western took a four-point lead into
halftime, not allowing Central to score in
the ﬁnal three minutes of the ﬁrst half.
Sparling had a speciﬁc message for his
players going into the second half.
“We had to keep the pressure going,”
said Roby Clyde, senior forward. “Keep
the tempo going, it’s gonna wear them
down.”
Central was able to climb back in the
game in the second half, despite being

W
14
14
12
10
10
7
6
4
3
2

SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER

COBY SYSTEM Junior guard Jordan Coby goes up for the nifty up and under
against Simon Fraser Thursday night. Coby finished with 15 points.

down by nine at one point early.
“I thought our guys did a nice job
weathering any type of run they put together,” Sparling said.
Clyde knew his team had a shot at winning when they came back from the ninepoint deﬁcit.
“The whole game, we were conﬁdent
that we were able to [win],” Clyde said.
“But when we tied it up and took that
lead, we knew there was no looking back.”
The win gave Central a huge conﬁdence boost heading into the ﬁnal two
games of the regular season.
“There’s nothing better than that,”
Clyde said. “Words can’t describe it.”
One of the keys to Central’s success
was a solid bench. CWU’s bench players
outscored the Vikings’ bench 46-20. Johnson went six-for-six from the free-throw
line, including four in the ﬁnal seconds of
the game.
“Jody is the most consistent guy we
got on the free throw line,” Clyde said.

“I know he’s going to knock them down.”
Brandon Magee, junior guard, came
up big in the second half, scoring 12 points
in a row for Central.
“That’s what he did in junior college,”
Sparling said. “That’s why we recruited
him here.”
The win put Central closer to a spot
in the GNAC tournament with only two
games left, but Central can’t take the rest
of their schedule lightly.
“We still gotta stay focused,” Haddock
said. “We can celebrate a little bit tonight,
but we gotta get right back to it tomorrow.”
After his two impressive games, Haddock was announced the GNAC men’s
player of the week.
The team’s remaining games are at
Saint Martin’s on Feb. 23 and at Western
Oregon two days later.
“Those are two tough places to play,
but we’re playing a lot better now,” Sparling said. “It’s go time.”

OVERALL
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon
MSUB
Central Washington
Saint Martinʼs

NEXT GAME:

W
7
9
1
2
1

L
1
4
2
8
11

3/3 vs. Whitworth at noon.

Softball

RECENT GAME:
@ NNU. L 2-1/W 11-9
CONFERENCE
Saint Martinʼs
Central Washington
Simon Fraser
MSUB
Western Washington
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon

W
4
3
0
0
0
1
0

L
0
1
0
0
0
3
4

NEXT GAME:
2/25 vs. WOU at noon.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CWUʼS
TEAMS VISIT
WILDCATSPORTS.COM
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Ellensburg offers youth hoops
BY SANTOS HERRERA

Staff Reporter

The Lincoln Elementary School gym
stays busy on Tuesday and Thursday evenings when the community youth basketball program hits the hardwood to learn
new skills and have fun.
The program is geared for six- and seven-year-old boys and girls and runs for six
weeks from February to March.
In addition, there is another program
that allows three- to ﬁve-year-olds to play
the game as well, with the same program
length.
On Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m., the Cardinals, an all-girls team, hit the ﬂoor, warming up with shooting and dribbling.
Tonia Hansen is the mother of Hailey
Hansen; a seven-year-old who is in her
ﬁrst year of the basketball program.
“It’s a great way to get your kid active
while he or she acquires basketball skills,”
Tonia said.
Tonia said it was her idea to bring her
daughter to the program and plans to
bring her back next year. She also plans
to bring Kade Hansen, Hailey’s younger
brother, to the program.
“I want to keep playing,” Hailey said.
“I play T-ball, soccer, and basketball, but
basketball is my favorite.”
Hailey is learning quickly as a team
member of the Cardinals thanks to coach
Austin Smith, who played college basketball in Wenatchee.

Smith’s daughter, Kaelynn Smith is
also on the Cardinals. This is Kaelynn’s
second year playing but Austin’s ﬁrst year
coaching.
“I played a lot and was coached a lot,”
Austin said. “I feel like I have a lot to offer.”
Austin grew up in Ellensburg and is
more than happy to volunteer his time to
give back to the community in a very powerful way.
“This is a great program,” Austin said.
“It really gives the youth an opportunity
to learn valuable skills, such as teamwork.”
Along with teamwork, the Cardinals
taught conﬁdence, character, and courage,
according to Hailey and Kaelynn.
Like Hailey, Kaelynn said her favorite
sport is basketball, even though she participates in soccer, softball, and gymnastics.
Both Hailey and Kaelynn agree that their
favorite parts of basketball are running,
passing and shooting.
On Thursday evenings, the Celtics that
take the ﬂoor are a team predominantly
made up of six-year-old boys.
Elaine Joyce, mother of Celtic player
Henry Joyce, said she enjoys the program
because it does not take up too much time
out of a busy schedule. Therefore, parents
with full-time jobs have the opportunity to
get their children involved in activities.
Henry said that he began playing after
watching his older sister, Natalie Joyce,
play. Natalie is currently on the Trojans,
a girls’ team. The team is considering

LEAH SHEPHERD/OBSERVER

BOX OUT Kids get ready for the rebound after the ball ricochets off the rim.
The children practice at Lincoln Elementary School..

changing their name to the Beavers, but
nothing is set in stone yet.
One of Henry’s teammates is Darius
Andaya. His mother, Molly Andaya, attended Central Washington University
and graduated with a degree in math

education. Andaya currently teaches math
at Ellensburg High School while her husband coaches the women’s volleyball team
at Central. Andaya said that Darius was
counting down the days until he could
play basketball like his two older siblings
Nate and Tia Andaya, who are now playing on an Amateur Athletic Union (AAU)
team.
Andaya is very pleased that the Community Youth program has improved over
the years. She said that the system is more
organized now than it was when her older
children began playing.
“It used to be that they only practiced
once a week and on game days, they were
given an hour to work with, so they practiced for 20 minutes and then played for
the remainder of the time,” Andaya said.
“Now, they play the whole hour. They get
four quarters and every four minutes or so,
they substitute in and out so not only does
everyone play, but they all get much more
playing time.”
Darius is a Los Angeles Lakers fan and
plans to play basketball until he is too old
and can’t play anymore. Henry, however,
only plans to play for another two years.
Bill Lorenz was the man who led
Thursday evening’s practice. Lorenz is a
physical education teacher at Mount Stuart Elementary School.
Although he has coached the Morgan
Middle School basketball team for several
years, this is his ﬁrst year coaching the
youth program. Lorenz’s son, Finely, also
plays on the Celtics. Lorenz said that he
will keep coaching at the level his son is
playing at and eventually return to middle
school basketball.

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
SPEAKER SERIES

Starting and Growing
a Global Business—
From Cle Elum,
Washington
Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012 • 3:30 p.m.

CWU SURC Theatre, Ellensburg
FREE* AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
SPEAKERS:

Patricia Galloway, PhD
CEO, Pegasus-Global Holdings, Inc.

Kris Nielsen, PhD
Chairman & President, Pegasus-Global Holdings, Inc.
Presented by: CWU College of Business and
Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship

www.cwu.edu/business/i4ie

cbdeansoffice@cwu.edu • 509-963-3057
*Parking not included.

ppgwni.org | 800.230.PLAN |

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation: CDS@cwu.edu
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Wildcats continue their struggles in Idaho

sixth inning, leading to a 6-3 ﬁnal score.
“Western Oregon, although they are an
NAIA school are a quality program,”
Head Coach Desi Storey said. “Even
though we lost those games, I feel like we
should have won.”
The Wildcats’ 14 hit game was not
enough, but was only one hit shy of their
season-high 15 hits against the Saints just
days before. Western Oregon had two
players: Griff Boyd and Bo Folkinga, with
two hits apiece while Folkinga drove in two
runs on the night.
“I thought the weekend overall went alright. We could have ended up with two or
three wins but only got one,” Wang said.
Central’s bats were not what they had

been used to in these past two games as
the Wildcats struggled with only four hits
against Lewis-Clark State College in their
second game on Saturday.
The Wildcats fell behind 2-0 early in
the ﬁrst couple innings and would trail
6-1 four innings into the contest. Ryerson
was the only Wildcat to send a teammate
stomping over home plate; Bielec was the
only run for Central.
Lewis-Clark State is an NAIA program
that was ranked 11 in the NAIA pre-season poll. The Warriors pumped out 12 hits
against Wildcat senior Kyle Long in his almost six complete innings on the mound.
Playing against Saint Martin’s for the
second time in the tournament did not
provide the same outcome as the ﬁrst, a
negative one in fact for the Wildcats.
Although Central bats began to work
again, the Wildcats still lost 7-6 after hitting a Saint Martin’s batter and allowing
two runs to score in the ninth. The potential game ending double play sailed past
the ﬁrst baseman, allowing the Saints to tie
the score with the go-ahead run in scoring
position.
After a Central passed ball, a Saint
Martin’s walk and stolen base led to the
game winning two-run single by Mario
Sanelli who secured the win.
“I think conference play will turn out
pretty great for us because we were able
to see what their lineups were like, their
depth, and their pitching,” Rohde said.
“Especially being in a tournament and
watching them play other games as well.
We think we will be able to compete very
well with them in conference play.”
Central ﬁnished the game with 13 hits;
this would be the third game of the last
ﬁve that Central has put up at least 13 hits.
Bielec was 3 for 4 with a batting average
and team-best .421. Adam Hudspeth who
was 3 for 3 and Travis Shaw who went
3 for 5 led Saint Martin’s, while Sanelli
herded home four runs on two singles.
“Our weaknesses were not executing
plays that we have been practicing, just minor mess-ups like not getting bunt down,”
Rohde said. “Our team can do that really
well, but when we don’t execute things go
the wrong way.”
After the four-game weekend, the Wildcats now sit at 2-8 on the 2012 season thus
far. Central Washington will play their
home-opener doubleheader against Whitworth University on March 3 at noon.

the hot streak of hitters continued as Liz
Jusko, Natasha Wood, and Jordan Zurﬂuh
each went 2 for 3 at bat.
“Were all base hitters and we score one
like to lose to a team you shouldn’t lose to,
at a time this year,” Jusko said. “It felt realand I think they learned how to come back
ly good; it was good to get some hits in and
from being down. Both are great experiremember what it felt like to get on base.”
ences to have earlier in the season rather
Pitchers Heidy Wells and Kim Kocik
than later.”
also contributed to the success, with Wells
After being picked to ﬁnish second in
pitching a shutout during the ﬁrst three
the GNAC this season, the Wildcats began and a half innings. Through the ﬁrst two
the season by losgames Jusko batted
ing their ﬁrst four
a combined 5 for
games at the Des7 with two RBI’s.
We
all
just
had
each
ert Stinger Tourto Jusko,
other’s back and played for According
nament. Central
after the ﬁrst day of
ﬁnally won their
each other, that’s what hap- games, the Wildcats
ﬁfth game against
came into games
pens when you play hard.
Cal State Monterey
three and four a
Bay 5-3 and were
-LIZ JUSKO
bit unexpected and
allowed ﬁve days
took the Crusaders
Senior first baseman
off to recover. The
a little too lightly. It
Wildcats stayed on
was a good learning
the road the folexperience for the Wildcats, as they split
lowing week, traveling to Nampa, Idaho, with the Crusaders dropping the third
to play against Nazarene in their two-day game 2-1, but on the fourth 11-9. In the
series. Central swept Nazarene in the ﬁrst ﬁnal game of the series that resulted in the
two games 11-2 and 9-4.
Wildcat victory, the women found themIn game one, the Wildcat’s had a sea- selves in a deep seven-run deﬁcit.
son-high 15 hits and in the bottom of
A fury of hitting in the top of the sevthe sixth forced an end to the game with enth inning, however, allowed for 13 batan eight-run mercy ruling. In game two, ters to take the plate resulting in eight runs

off six hits.
“Well going into the top it was pretty
stressful,” Jusko said. “But we all knew
what he had to do and we did what we
could and scored the runs and it was really
exciting. We all just had each other’s back
and played for each other, that’s what happens when you play hard.”
The game winning hit was delivered by
junior catcher Elena Carter, who’s single
allowed outﬁelders Bre Thomas and Jordan Zurﬂuh to score the ﬁnal two runs of
the game.
“I think going three for four is a good
way to start the season but it’s not what we
wanted necessarily,” Holtman said. “Especially against Nazarene, I think we were
the better team probably and should have
won all four but it’s a good way to start
ahead.”
On Feb. 25-26 the Wildcat’s will hold
their home opener two-day series against
Western Oregon. There’s a feeling of relief to open the GNAC conference play on
a positive note according to Jusko.
“I’m glad that we got those wins under
the belt,” Jusko said. “It was nice to get the
games as a new team out of the way, and
see what we have to do to play as a team
this year. I still feel like we’re going to grow
this year, I’m just excited to see how well
we do this year.”

BY ALEXANDRA SHERK

Staff Reporter

The Central baseball team traveled to
Lewiston, Idaho, to complete a weekend
full of hardball to continue pre-conference
play.
Central started the weekend off with
a big win against Saint Martin’s on Feb.
17, but fell to Western Oregon and LewisClark State College the next day before
falling to Saint Martin’s for a potential
third place ﬁnish in the Inland Cellular
Tournament.
The Wildcats scored eight runs in the
ﬁfth inning against Saint Martin’s to pull
out the 12-3 victory, their ﬁrst of the year.
The bats were heating up as senior
Brett Bielec started off the game with
a triple to center ﬁeld and fellow senior
Brandon Wang made his way on base as a
result of a ﬁelding error that scored Bielec
to put the ﬁrst run on the board.
The Saints took the lead by scoring two
in the top of the second inning, but then
allowed Central to tie it up at 2. The Wildcats let the Saints gain the upper hand with
a solo home run in the top of the ﬁfth.
A total of eight Wildcats scored in the
bottom of the ﬁfth, taking a 10-3 lead.
Central never looked back, adding two
runs in the seventh, giving senior pitcher
Brandon Rohde his ﬁrst win of the year.
Central ended the contest with 15 hits
and all but one Wildcat starter had at least
one hit during the game. The Saints committed four errors to Central’s one, and
had just ﬁve hits against the Wildcats.
The Wildcats went on to lose their next
two games against Western Oregon and
Lewis-Clark State on Feb. 18. Wang had
a four-hit game, the second of his career
with his ﬁrst being last March, ironically
against Western Oregon.
“I have been playing pretty well, but
my four hit game was just what I needed
to really get going,” said senior second
baseman Brandon Wang. “Hopefully I’ll
be able to have more games just like that
in the near future.”
The Wildcats continued to hit well as
they grinded out another game with a
double-digit margin in the hit column.
Central handed out 14 hits, but it was not
enough to get it done as Western Oregon
found more ways to score and won 6-3.
Central started the game on a positive
note with two runs in the ﬁrst inning on an
inﬁeld RBI single by senior Brady Kincan-

JEFF BAYLEY/OBSERVER

THE LONG AND WINDING ROHDE Senior pitcher Brandon Rohde delivers a
pitch last season. The Wildcats are off to a rough start this season and are 2-8.

non. Western Oregon responded with a
run in the bottom of the ﬁrst, and Central
held on to their lead until the ﬁfth inning
rolled around.
The Wolves scored three runs on two
hits as Central’s sophomore pitcher Davis
Engel ran into some difﬁculty throughout
the inning. Wang’s RBI single in the top
of the sixth was the last of the inning as
Jimmy Ryerson scored the last Wildcat run
of the game.
“I think the Western Oregon games
will be our biggest challenge during the
season, but we should have no problem
competing with them,” Wang said.
Western Oregon continued to add to
their lead as they scored two runs in the

Wildcats cruise past the Crusaders
Staff Reporter

After winning only one of ﬁve games in
Las Vegas at the Montana State University Billings Desert Stinger tournament,
Central’s softball team needed a boost to
turn things around.
In their following matchup, the opening conference game against Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) foe
Northwest Nazarene, the Wildcat’s found
their answer.
Central defeated the Crusaders in their
four game series 3-1.
The team’s record is now 4-5 overall,
while their conference record sits at 3-1.
In game four of the series against
Northwest Nazarene, the Wildcats overcame a seven run deﬁcit to win 11-9,
which marked the Wildcat’s ﬁrst steps in
building momentum to hopefully carry
them through the rest of the season.
“I think it is going to be a momentum
builder,” Head Coach Mallory Holtman
said. “I think it was a good way to win,
you know coming back from that [deﬁcit]
of seven. I think the girls felt what it feels

“

“

BY EVAN THOMPSON

The United Faculty of Central congratulates CWU President Jim Gaudino on his recent new contract, which
includes a $500,000 retention incentive for his stellar, phenomenal, and excellent performance*. This bonus
allows President Gaudino to devote all his energy over the next ﬁve years to making Central the best academic
institution it can be.
In addition to our congratulations, we challenge President Gaudino to meet or exceed the following goals as he
works to earn the generous compensation package he accepted from Central’s Board of Trustees:
1.

President Gaudino will prioritize the academic mission of the university by restoring funding to Academic
Aﬀairs and Student Life, ensuring that the proportion of CWU's budget devoted to Academic Aﬀairs and
Student Life increases by at least 10%, and improving CWU's academic reputation statewide.

2.

President Gaudino will improve CWU’s visibility in Olympia and tirelessly advocate for CWU as an essential
institution that legislators will respect and value. In particular, we invite President Gaudino to partner with
the United Faculty of Washington State and other higher education constituent groups to reverse the trend
of cuts to higher education and increase the percentage of the State budget which goes to Higher
Education.

3.

President Gaudino will continually improve his administration’s performance and document annual
increases in eﬃciency, transparency, and accountability, thereby ensuring that CWU’s administrative costs
are as lean as possible.

4.

President Gaudino will signiﬁcantly increase the value of donations to the University Foundation by raising
30 million over his current contract years - thereby providing CWU with funds for scholarships, equipment,
and the ﬁnancial ability to better respond to challenges and opportunities while minimizing further
negative ﬁnancial impacts to students. By comparison, CWU's previous president raised 20 million dollars
during her capital campaign.

Brought to you by United Faculty of Central. Additional information at: http://www.ufcentral.org
* http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/education/2016533131_cwu18m.html

$20

EST

1891

Central
Washington
University
Wildcat Shop

GIFT
CARD

